
 Date Posted:                                

 

     
 

  

      

 
 
1. WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:   (Reminder: Please turn off cell 

phones) 
 
2. ROLL CALL:  

 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:  Mayor Gibbs will lead the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

4. OPENING PRAYER:     Pastor David Chapman will offer the opening 

prayer. 

 

5. It is recommended the City Council accept the single and highest bid of 

$30,120 from JMP Holdings, L.L.C. for City-owned property on 8th Street, 

Safford, Arizona, Parcel #102-19-077.   INFORMATION/ACTION 

 

6. Financial Update for Fiscal Year Ending June 2014.  John Nelson            

INFORMATION/DISCUSSION 

 

7. Eric Buckley, Utilities Director, will provide a PowerPoint Presentation in 

regards to natural gas operations and safety conducted by the City of 

Safford Gas Division.  INFORMATION 

 

8. ADJOURN:  In accordance with Section 2.04.120 of the Municipal Code of 

the City of Safford, and Arizona Revised Statutes §§38-431.01 et seq., and 

38-431.02 et seq., notice is hereby given to the general public that the 

City of Safford will hold the above stated Special Council Meeting/Work 

Session open to the public on the date and time specified above at the 

Safford Library Program Room, 808 South 7th Avenue, Safford, Arizona.    

 

           

     Georgia Luster, MMC, City Clerk 

      

          AGENDA   6:00 P.M.  

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING/WORK SESSION  MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2014 
 

 
 Pursuant to Section 2.04.110 of 

the Municipal Code, the Council 

may meet informally in work 

sessions which shall be open to 

the general public. No call to 

the public shall be scheduled 

during work sessions.  
 
 A copy of agenda 

background material 
provided to Council 
members, with the exception 
of material relating to 
possible executive sessions, 
is available for public 
inspection at the City Clerk’s 
Office, 717 Main Street; 

 Monday – Thursday 
7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. and on 
the City’s website at: 
www.cityofsafford.us 
 

 The City Council reserves the 
right to take action upon any 
item on the agenda.   
 

 Members of the City of 
Safford Council may attend 
either in person or by 
telephone conference call.  If 
authorized by a majority 
vote of the Common Council 
of the City of Safford, and 
pursuant to Arizona Revised 
Statutes, §38-431.03 et seq., 
the Council may adjourn the 
meeting at any time and 
move into Executive Session 
for consultation with the 
attorneys of the public body. 
Executive Session will not be 
open to the public. 

 
 
 Pursuant to Title II of the 

Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), persons with a 
disability may request 
reasonable accommodations 
by contacting City Hall at 
(928)432-4000, forty-eight 
(48) hours prior to the 
meeting. 

MEETING LOCATION: SAFFORD LIBRARY PROGRAM ROOM  808 S 7TH AVENUE, SAFFORD, ARIZONA 
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May 2014 

 
              

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
              
 

TO:   Mayor and Council   
FROM:  Dustin Welker, Planning and Community Development Director 
SUBJECT:  8th Street Property 
DATE:  Monday, September 22, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
              
 
Purpose and Recommended Action: Accept the single and highest bid of $30,120 

from JMP Holdings LLC for City-owned property on 8th Street, parcel #102-19-077.   

Background: In the April 28th Council meeting staff was directed to pursue the sale of 

parcel #102-19-077 with the exception of a 10’ horizontal strip on the north side of the 

property.  A survey was performed and recorded to split the property and the property 

was put out to bid on August 11th and closed on September 11th. 

Analysis:  The property is zoned General Commercial and is 7,560 square feet.  The 

value of Commercial property is difficult to estimate but commercial property is generally 

in the range of $1 to $4 a square foot depending on the location and availability of 

infrastructure.  Our estimate for this property was in the $2 to $2.50 range.  The bid 

received for the property is $3.98 a square foot which we believe is a very good price for 

the parcel.  
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May 2014 

 
              

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
              
 

TO:  Mayor and Council   
FROM:   John Nelson 
SUBJECT:  Financial Results FY 2014 
DATE:  Monday, September 22, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  
 
              
 
Purpose and Recommended Action:     No Formal Action required. 
 
Background:        Attached are Operating Results for the City of Safford for Fiscal Year July 1, 
2013 to June 30, 2014. In addition to the Result of Operations is Recommended Reserves for 
consideration by the Council. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The City of Safford completed FY 2014 with the following gains from operations: 
 General Fund   $1,324,940  
 HURF/Street Reserve  $   233,074  
 Electric Services  $   836,797 

Waste Water Services  $   289,168 
Gas Services   $   289,900 
Landfill    $   296,170 
 

Water Services had a loss from operations of $ 446,395 due to planned capital expenditures.  
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CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
              
 

TO:  Mayor and City Council   
FROM:  Eric Buckley, Utility Director 
SUBJECT: Natural Gas Liaison Presentation  
DATE:  Monday, September 22, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
              
 
Purpose and Recommended Action: As per Federal Pipeline Safety Regulation 192.615 (c)(2), 
all Local Distribution Companies (LDC’s) are required to establish and maintain liaison with the 
appropriate fire, police and other public officials. No action is required. 
 
 
Background: Every three years, a presentation is made to all of the sitting elected officials, fire 
and police authorities to ensure that a liaison is maintained and communication is clear in 
regards to natural gas operations and safety conducted by the City of Safford Gas Division. 
Included will be segments on general gas safety concerns, gas emergency contacts and chain of 
command protocols, Blue Stake notification and other general information. 
 
 
Analysis:           Information only. 
 
 

 



2014 

Natural Gas Liaison Meeting 



 

• Federal Pipeline Safety Regulation 
192.615(c)(2) 

 

• “Establishing and maintaining liaison 
with appropriate fire, police and other 

public officials.” 
• “Acquaint the officials with the 
operators ability in responding to a 

gas pipeline emergency.” 
 

Purpose of Liaison Meeting 



 

• Horatio Skeete, City Manager 

• Joe Brugman – Chief of Police 

• Clark Bingham – Fire Chief 

• Eric Buckley – Utility Director 

• Kevin Porter – Gas Division Manager 

• Justin Burnett – Gas Compliance 

• April Johnson – Administrative Assistant 

Key City Personnel 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protect Life First Then 
Property 

San Bruno, CA - 2010 



 
• Main or service line rupture. Damage from 

construction or excavations. 

• Vehicular damage to meter sets/risers. 

• Vandalism/Terrorism. 

• Natural disasters.  

Examples of Natural Gas 
Emergencies 

Broken Cuts/shears Nicks 



 

• Carbon Monoxide. 

• Odor Complaints. 

• High Gas Pressure. 

• Low Gas Pressure. 

• High Bill Complaints. High Use. 

• Low Use Complaint. 

Other types of Natural Gas 
Emergencies 



 
• Third party dig ins are the number one cause of damage. 

Main or Service Line 
Damage 



 
• If a gas main or service line, either steel or 

polyethylene, is hit or nicked, please contact 
the City for inspection to prevent a 
potentially dangerous incident. 

 

• If the integrity of the pipe is compromised, 
the City will dispatch a crew to repair the 
pipe. This will reduce the potential of system 
failure, helping protect life and property.   

Main or Service Line Damage 
Procedure 



 

• Gas Utility Worker responding to the initial call. 

• Gas Division Manager or Designee. 

• Utility Director 

 

 

• The gas crewman responding to the call can relinquish 

command upon arrival of  above supervisors. 

• In the event of  a fire, the Fire Department would 

assume command. 

Emergency Chain-of-Command 



 
 

Sometimes we need help! 



 
• Safford Fire Department 

 
• Safford Police Department 

 
• Public Works Department 

 
 

• In the event of a severe incident, City Hall and/or the 
Mesa Yard Office Complex will assist with answering 
phones, dispatching additional resources, contacting 
media, etc.  
 
 
 

City Agency Assistance 



 
 

The City Gas crews will remain on site and 
secure the area until it is safe. 



 

How to Recognize a Natural Gas 
Leak and What to Do 

In accordance with CFR 192.616 – Public Awareness 



 

Natural Gas is odorless. Mercaptan is added 
giving it the distinctive “rotten egg” smell 

Yuck! 



 
• Immediately leave the building. 

• Make sure everyone gets out with you. 

• DO NOT turn anything off or on, including light 
switches, televisions, garage doors openers, etc. 

• DO NOT USE YOUR TELEPHONE OR CELL 

PHONE TO CALL FOR HELP. 

 

• LEAVE EVERYTHING AS IS. 

What to do if you smell natural gas 
or suspect a leak inside a building 



 
• 911 or Police Department at 432-4100 
• City Hall 7:00 am to 6:00 pm at 432-4000 
• Utilities Office at 432-4200 

 
• Then: 

 

• Meet the gas technician outside, in front of the building. 
• Do not leave the doors or windows  open to vent the 

odor. 
• You will be notified when it is safe to return. If any leaks 

are discovered the technician will notify you of the 
location. 
 

Contact the City from a remote location, such as 
the neighbors house at the following numbers: 



 
• Contact the City from a remote location, such as a 

neighbors house at the following numbers: 

• 911 or Police Dept. at 432-4100 

• City Hall at 432-4000 

• Utilities Office at 432-4200 

• Keep everyone away from the suspected leak area 
until a gas technician arrives. 

• The technician will locate the leak and will notify 
you of the location if applicable.  

What to do if you smell natural gas 
or suspect a leak outside  



 
 

 

 

 

• Before you dig, please call the following number: 

• 1-800-782-5348 (1-800-STAKE-IT)  

• OR 811 

 

• IT’S A FREE CALL 

 

Arizona Blue Stake Law 



 
• White – Proposed excavation. 

• Red – Electric power distribution or transmission lines. 

• Yellow – Gas or oil product distribution and 
transportation; dangerous materials. 

• Orange – Telephone and cable systems, fiber optic 
communications. 

• Pink – Temporary survey markings.  

• Blue – Potable water systems. 

• Green – Sanitary sewer, storm or drainage systems. 

• Purple – Reclaimed or irrigation water. 

Blue Stake Color Code 



Call two (2) 
business days 
before digging 
 
Blue Stake markings 
are valid for fifteen 
(15) business days 

When digging within 2 feet of 
marked lines, continue in a safe 
and prudent manner with hand 
tools such as a shovel to 
prevent utility line damage. 



 

Public Safety is our #1 priority 

• The City of Safford 
conducts annual leak 
surveys of the gas 
system. 

• Meter readers also 
visually inspect meters 
each month. 

• Each gas crew member 
is extensively trained 
for maintenance and 
repair of the system. 



 

• Safford’s gas system contains: 

• 3,919 service lines. 

• 71 miles of gas pipe. 

• Last year, crews repaired 12 leaks. 
Of those, 9 were caused by third 
party dig ins. 

• Unaccounted for gas for 2013: 3.3%  

 

Safford Gas System Facts 



 
 

We want to avoid this! 



THANK YOU! 
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